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UCC

• Founded in 1845: combines a rich tradition of 
teaching, research and scholarship

• Constituent university of the National University 
of Ireland

• Internationally recognised degrees and 
distinguished graduates

• 22,000 students
• 2,800 staff
• Over 3,000 international students
• Representing over 100 countries worldwide
• Taught by leading academics knowledgeable in 

their field 
• Diverse opportunities on campus (student life, 

clubs and societies, internships, study abroad)



UCC Colleges

• College of Arts, Celtic Studies 
and Social Sciences

• College of Business and Law

• College of Science, Engineering 
and Food Science

• College of Medicine and Health



Admissions in UCC

Graduate Studies Office

PG Irish & EU

International Office

UG Non-EU

PG Non-EU

Visiting EU & Non-EU

Outgoing Study Abroad

Summer School in Irish Studies

Admissions Office

UG Irish & EU



International Office

• Responsible for admissions for following students:
– Non-EU Undergraduate
– Non-EU Postgraduate Taught and Research Masters / PhD
– Visiting EU and Non-EU
– Outgoing Study Abroad
– International Summer School in Irish Studies

• Assessment of foreign qualifications
• Collaboration with programme co-ordinators in 4 

colleges
• Liaise with Student Records & Exams Office / 

Finance Office  / Accommodation
• Co-ordinate registration and orientation for 

international students
• Offer ongoing support through Support Officer
• Organise international student events



Where our international students are from

List of countries: 
• Canada
• China
• India
• Malaysia
• Saudi Arabia
• Singapore
• USA

Largest no. of students:
• China
• India
• Canada



NQF National Framework of Qualifications



Standard required in foreign qualifications

• Undergraduate Level Benchmark
• Irish leaving certificate / A Levels 

/ International Baccalaureate
• Specific subject requirement(s)

• Postgraduate Level Benchmark
• Irish Honours Bachelor degree 

standard / British Bachelor 
Degree Honours standard

• Specific background



Tools for Assessment

• UK Naric
• QQI Comparability statement
• Other institutes in Ireland and 

UK



Application Review Process

Application received

Complete?

Transcripts

Graduation Certificates

Personal Statement

Academic References

IELTS / TOEFL

Internal Verification

Recognition Assessment 

Assessment Presentation

Application assessed by 
Admissions Specialist in IO

In certain cases input of 
academics may be sought

Decision to Applicant

Request Documents

Accept Reject



Verification & Recognition Assessment

Institution Accreditation

Assess Qualification

Grading Scales

English Language Requirement

Internal Verification

Recognition Assessment 

Assessment Presentation

External Verification

UK Naric

Inform Applicant

Institution Accreditation

Summary of Qualifications

Minimum Grade Requirement

English Language Proficiency



Sample Applications

• Undergraduate

• USA  High School Diploma GPA 
+ SAT/ACT + AP Scores

• Canada Ontario Secondary 
School Diploma 

• China Senior Secondary School 
Graduation Certificate

• Saudi High School Exam –
Equivalent to GCSE standard or 
NFQ level 3



Sample Applications
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Sample Applications

• Postgraduate

• China over 75%
• Saudi Arabia 80-85%
• USA GPA 3.0 out of 4.0



Sample Applications
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Sample Applications



Challenges

• Comparing Grading Scales
• Fraudulent documents
• Quick turnaround



Thank you

Marita Foster
International Office

m.foster@ucc.ie
www.ucc.ie/international 
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